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From the Chair 

This is the third issue of the MOWCAP newsletters, which arrive in your in-box at approximately quarterly intervals to exchange news with the “Memory of the World” community across the Asia Pacific region. 

Your contribution to the newsletter is welcome.  Please do send your news to the MOWCAP Secretary General for inclusion in the next newsletter. 

Ray Edmondson, MOWCAP chair   
1 July 2010  

++++++++++++++++++++++++
NEW ZEALAND MOVES TO ESTABLISH NATIONAL MOW COMMITTEE
 

The New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO hosted a gathering of interested parties in Wellington on 22 June to raise awareness and understanding of MOW and revitalize the program in New Zealand by establishing a national MOW committee. MOWCAP Chair Ray Edmondson participated in the gathering, and also formally presented a certificate of inscription to the University of Canterbury. The University is the custodian of the papers of the Tokyo War Crimes Trials 1946-1948, the first documentary heritage from New Zealand to be inscribed on the Asia Pacific MOW Register.

 

There are two New Zealand documents inscribed on the International MOW Register – the Treaty of Waitangi 1840 and The Women’s Suffrage Petition 1893 – which are on public display in a special strong room at Archives New Zealand. New Zealand has also worked with the UNESCO Office in Apia, Samoa to identity significant founding documents of the Pacific island nations, many of which are no longer held in their countries of origin.

 

NEW BUREAU ELECTED AT MACAU MEETING
 

In accordance with the statutes, a new Bureau was elected for a 4 year term, to lead the work of MOWCAP until 2013. Because MOWCAP is growing, the Bureau has also grown, with the addition of two new vice chair positions. All Bureau members serve in a personal capacity for the benefit of the whole Asia Pacific region, but they are also geographically dispersed. Here is the new Bureau, with country of residence shown in brackets:

 

Chair: Ray Edmondson (Australia)

Vice Chairs: Carmen Padilla (Philippines), Li Minghua (China), Setareki Tale (Fiji)

Secretary General: Helen Swinnerton (Hong Kong)

Regional UNESCO Advisor – ex officio: Dr Susanne Ornager (Thailand)

 

The meeting also confirmed the following appointments for the next two years:

 

Register Subcommittee Chair and Goodwill Patron: Dr Rujaya Abhakorn (Thailand)

Publications Subcommittee Chair: Richard Engelhardt (Thailand)

Special Advisors: Sarah Choy (Hong Kong), Simon Chu (Hong Kong), Jinsung Jeon (South Korea)

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF MOWCAP 4 –   8-9 MARCH 2010
 

The 4th general meeting of MOWCAP, the UNESCO Memory of the World Regional Committee for Asia Pacific, was convened in the Macau SAR, and generously hosted by the Macau Foundation. The former Portuguese colony became a special administrative region (SAR) of the Peoples’ Republic of China in 1999.  While well known for its many spectacular casinos, Macau also retains its distinctive colonial atmosphere, culture and history. It boasts an extensive UNESCO World Heritage site, to which it can now add a MOW listing. 

 

The meeting was by far the largest to date, attracting some 58 participants from 18 countries. The Asia Pacific region extends over half the earth’s surface, from Turkey in the west to the Pacific island countries in the east, and from Mongolia in the north to New Zealand in the south. Serving as the biennial meeting point for the national MOW committees across the region, the two day gathering reviews the activities and strategies of MOWCAP, which are aimed at strengthening the work of libraries, archives and museums, raising awareness of the documentary heritage, and improving preservation and access skills and capabilities.

 

Together with heads of institutions and chairs of national MOW committees, the meeting was attended by senior government representatives including H.E. Nguyen Thanh Son (Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vietnam), H. E. Ngo Thi Thanh Hang (Vice chair of the Hanoi Peoples’ Committee), H. E. Aliakbar Ashari (Cultural advisor to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran) and Mr Cheong U (Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture of Macao SAR).    

 

AGENDA ITEMS AT MOWCAP 4
 
In addition to reports from national MOW committees across the region, and reports on the activities of the Bureau over the last two years, many other topics figured on a crowded agenda. A sampling:

 

· Sub-regional structures: the Islamic Republic of Iran has proposed the setting up of a MOWCAP sub-regional committee covering national MOW committees in Western Asia. Such groupings are provided for in the MOWCAP statutes; the practicalities will now be pursued by the Bureau.

· Synergies between MOW, World Heritage Convention and Intangible Heritage Convention: exploring this issue is a task taken on by MOWCAP on behalf of the global MOW program

· Policy issues for the 2011 International MOW conference:  Should there be a MOW convention? The advantages and disadvantages of advocating convention status for the MOW program were discussed and the Bureau intends to reach a stance to be presented at next year’s conference.  

· Awareness raising and youth involvement in MOW: terms of reference for MOW “young ambassadors” have been developed and an electronic discussion forum will be established.

 
The full draft minutes of MOWCAP 4 are enclosed with this newsletter and will also be available on the MOWCAP website.   
 

NEW INSCRIPTIONS ON ASIA PACIFIC MOW REGISTER
 

A media blitz greeted the announcement on 9 March that the Archives and materials of the Macao Diocese from 1550s to 1800s  had been added to the Asia Pacific Memory of the World Register, the first inscription from the Macao SAR. It joined seven other new inscriptions on the register, from China, Vietnam, Mongolia, New Zealand, Fiji and the Philippines. Here is the full list:

 

China: Compendium of Materia Medica. A pharmacological text written by Li Shi-zen (1593
China: The Yellow Emperor’s Inner Canon Originating in the second century BC, the theoretical foundation for the formation and development of traditional Chinese medicine.
 Fiji: Documentary heritage of the Indian indentured labourers. Records of colonially-induced labour migration from 1879 to the 1960s.
Macao SAR: Archives and materials of the Macao Diocese from the 1550s to 1800s Records, correspondence, training materials and books documenting the development of Catholicism in the Far East, and influences on culture, economics and education in China and Europe
Mongolia: Lu. “Altan Tobchi”. Written in 1651, covers the history of Mongolia and neighbouring countries from the 13th to 17th centuries, including the reach of the Mongol empire across Asia and Europe.
New Zealand: The Tokyo War Crimes Trials 1946-1948. Documents of the International Military Tribunal Far East, including the history of Japanese ambitions in the Pacific prior to World War II.
Philippines: The Presidential papers of Manuel Luis Quezon.  Principal documentary source of Philippine history for the American colonial period 1898-1946.
Vietnam: Stone stele records of Royal Examinations of the Le and Mac dynasties 1442-1779: Records the names and related information of doctoral laureates who passed the 82 royal examinations over this period and formed the core of Vietnam’s civil service.
 
‘MEMORY’ – MOWCAP IN PRINT
Editorial content for MOWCAP’s “coffee table book” , Memory , is nearing completion. The book is a compendium of inscriptions from the Asia Pacific region on both the Asia Pacific and International MOW registers. There will also be other editorial features, such as essays on lost and missing heritage, and the subject of preservation. Editor Nick Deocampo has been working hard to assemble text and illustrative material from across the region – which has been no small task!

 

Financing and publication options are now being assessed with the hope that an initial English language edition can be supplemented later by editions in other languages. Memory is a pioneering project: the first book of its kind to arise from the MOW program worldwide.
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